Nisswa American Legion - Post 627

A Message from the Commander
+

Greetings to Legion Family members and friends.

According to the official calendar, we only have another 45 days of Winter. As | look out my window, it is obvious that Old
Man Winter is not done messing us yet. Oh Well, life in Minnesota.

| know that many folks are out as | write this doing some of that “hard water” fishing. Personally, | never saw the attraction,
but that is just me. Good luck to all those participating in the ice fishing contest.

We have a blood drive coming up February 5th. If you have not given in a while, come on. Blood drives help our post ‘s
rating in the Department by now many pints of blood are donated.

On February 8, our post is hosting the 6th District Oratorical Contest. There will be students from several schools in the
area who have studied the US Constitution who will be speaking on assigned parts of it. Winners at local contests like ours
are invited to compete at the state level and if successful they may be asked to compete nationally. There are scholarships
awarded at every level. If you have an opportunity to watch these youth patriots, your faith in our youth will be restored.

The next big Nisswa event coming up is the Nisswa Jubilee, on the 15th. If you like Winter, the Jubilee is for you. Come to
Nisswa for some fun and silliness. To support the event, we are having 2, count them, 2 meat raffles that week. Our
traditional one is on Friday and a second one on Saturday evening. Fun times at the Jubilee.

Have you ever had dreams of becoming an artist? Here is your chance. On February 20, we are hosting the Traveling Art
Pub from 6:00 to 8:30. | have not personally participated in one of these events, but | have seen them. It looks like a lot of
fun, and you will bet to take home the work of art that you made.

We have our regular meeting during the month. Executive board meeting on February 4 and the full membership meeting
on the 18th. These meetings are important. Please attend.

One last thing that | must mention. We have Post elections coming up soon. Consider what position you can fill to help the
post move forward.

Past Commander Susan and | will be out of town from February 21 until March 2. Yes, we will bring pictures from our
cruise. If something comes up during my absence that needs post leadership attention, please contact Vice Commander
Bobby Braden or Seargent at Arms Ken Toole.

Have a great month.
Paul Edwards
Post Commander
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Auxiliary News

BURRRRRRR! ! I Boy has it been cold. But warmer weather is soon to arrive.

Remember our dues are -Sr $40 and Jr dues are $10. Please if you have not renewed your
membership please do as soon as possible. | am sure Dee Ebert has been in contact with you.
PLEASE IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR DUES PLEASE DO IT NOW.

The quilters meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month. They welcome anyone to come help.
Just come, they will welcome you with open arms.

Still looking for socks or sweatpants for the stocking -WHITE crew socks for men and Large any
color sweatpants. If you have donated items THANKS for your donation.
Donations will still be accepted through February and then we will take them to St. Cloud VA.

February 14-16, 2025 is Nisswa Winter Jubilee. On Saturday we normally serving pulled pork
sandwiches with chips and pickle (cost $7). We will have hot dogs (cost $4 for one $6 for two). If
you can help on Saturday the 15th from 11 AM until sold out sure would be nice. Call me if you
can 218-820-5537.

Looking for a member or two to chair our Poppy Coloring Contest with the Nisswa
Elementary school.

We need a member or two to coordinate our Poppy Days -locations to hand out poppies, have
a sign-up sheet for members to be around town. Also, we have ordered poppies, and they have
here.

It would be nice to have someone come forth to chair some of the projects we have otherwise

these projects or programs will not exist.

I am looking for a member or two to chair the 2025 Kids Christmas party.

We did set up dated for our annual projects — Poppy Days May 2-3, 2025 to distribute poppies;
3rd Annual Veterans Breakfast, November 15, 2025; Kids Christmas Party December 7, 2025;
Silent Auction and Bake Sale December 18-19, 2025, as usual the set up for the silent auction
will be on December 18, 2025. If any Auxiliary member would like to be a part of any of these
events your help is always appreciated.

ITISNOT TOO SOON TO START THINKING ABOUT A POSITION -PRESIDENT - 1st AND 2nd VICE
PRESIDENT -SECRETARY -SERGENT-AT-ARMS -ARE SOME OF THE POSITIONS. It would be nice
to hand over the gavel in July!!

Our next meeting is FEBRUARY 18, 2025 at 7 pm. Mark your calendars now for the meeting or
set your cell phone alarm to remind you of the meeting. It is always a real a pleasure to see

Auxiliary members at the meetings.

Lynn Hall, President



Gambling Report

Thank yous: National Fire Safety Council (local fire
department educational material) Christmas for
Kids Donations to Nisswa Fire Department and
Lakes Area Shooting Sports

Looking forward to seeing you at the Post for
Jubilee events Meat Raffle as usual on Friday
nights and we will be having one on Saturday
February 15 @ 4:30 hope you can stop by and
enjoy the events!

We are looking for someone interested in working
Bingo any Legionnaires interested in calling
Bingo??? you can work 4 to 8 hours a week Lots of
fun 11!

As a reminder bingo is on Wednesdays at 6:30 and
Sundays at 3:30. Meat raffle on Fridays at 4:30.
Pull tabs and e-tabs are available during normal
business hours.

As always thank you for your patronage and big
thanks to the Gambling employees!! Without you
we can’t make this happen!

Jeremy Ament
Gambling Manager

Finance Report

Another year has passed for your Legion Post, the
books are closed for 2024. It was not a good year
financially. We managed to amass red ink of about
$30000. for the year. | will also note that sales are
declining every month in comparison to previous
years even though inflation was running wild.

Total annual sales have declined in the past two
years. For December, sales dropped by about $5000.
from November and November sales had dropped by
about $10000. from October.

Let us all hope and pray that, with your support, that
2025 will improve. Please encourage your friends to
join you and your fellow Legionaries to in supporting
your Post so as to bring about black ink for 2025.

Dick Frieler
Finance Officer

Service Officer

American Legion Post service officers are
dedicated volunteers who offer essential
assistance to veterans and their families

at no cost. They provide valuable information,
service referrals, and resources on topics such
as education, employment, and business
opportunities, as well as death benefits.
Should you require assistance or resources,
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Bar and Food

Please note that our kitchen will be closed on
Tuesday and Thursday nights. However, you can still
enjoy chili dogs, sloppy joes, or pulled pork with chips
through our fantastic bartenders.

Don't miss our Traveling Art Pub class on February
20th, where we will have a full menu available for you
to enjoy along with your creative experience. Plus, be
sure to check out our weekly lunch specials and
fantastic Friday night specials!

Join us for our Jubilee events, featuring a new
highlight: Minnow Racing from 2-4 PM! The Auxiliary
will be serving up pulled pork until it's gone, and our
kitchen will have a tasty burger special available.
Plus, the bar will be offering a $3 drink special and
exciting mystery shots!

And, let’s not forget about the Saturday meat raffle at
4:30 PM—it's going to be a fabulous weekend filled
with fun and great food! We look forward to seeing
you there!




Membership Report

As we reflect on the close of 2024, it is important to remember that our Legion year continues until
June 30th. This provides us with an opportunity to welcome new members and strive towards our
goal of 240 as set by the MN Department. Currently, we stand at 197

members. If you know of potential new members, we are eager to assist

them in the sign-up process.

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year. (;( E T
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Color Guard

Welcome to 2025

Color Guard is gearing up now for yearly events.
Remember we are still looking for people to join the
Color guard our numbers are low and so many now are
hiding out in the warmer weather and its beautiful
here %2

Good news is we haven’t had any requests of late!

John Greaves & Jim Deyo

Quilter’s News

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
Join us for quilting fun and creativity on the first and third Thursdays
of the month at 9:00 AM! Whether you can lend a hand or prefer to
make a difference through donations of fabric or funds, your support
is invaluable as our budget is limited. Come be part of our vibrant
community anytime!

For more information or to join us, contact Barb Kelly at 963-0759.

Let’s stitch together some joy!
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE LEGION...

Vvvw “Nisswa American Legion vy v

Join us for an unforgettable Jubilee weekend!
Friday & Sunday February 14-16, 2025

Friday Feb 14th Saturday Feb 15th Sunday Feb 14th
Meat Raffle 430 PM Parade at Noon _ _
ﬂ?ls?f ; $3.00 Drink Specials Kitchen is Open
Jumbo Shrimp and Mystery Shots 11 AM - 7 PM
5 PM $15.95 All Day Bingo
Pulled Pork Served 330 PM
By by the Auxiliary Appetizers
KARAOKE Burger Specials Basket Food
6:30 PM | 4
M Minnow Races M k‘ -
- g 2-4PMge B
wgl- b ;_-'i Meat Raffle 4:30 PM e N
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JOIN US ON
ENDEVES

AT 6:30 PM




DRIVER
o)) DISCOUNT

PRECISION | s PROGRAM

DRIVING CENTER

A DIVISION OF 5T. CLOUD STATE UNIVERSITY

GET UP TO 10% OFF YOUR CAR INSURANCE
FOR 3 YEARS!

To register for these or other classes in your area call:
320-308-1400 or 888-234-1294

You can also register online at www.DriverDiscountProgram.com

4-Hour in-person classes offered at this location:

Nisswa American Legion Post 627

25807 Main St; Nisswa, MN
January 22 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
February 19 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

March 19 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

April 23 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
May 21 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
June 11 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

320.308.1400 PreasionDnvingCenter.com 1805 U_5. Highway 10, 5t. Cloud, MM 556304

Safety Programs | Skill Training | Custom Courses




Give blood.

inthe U.5. needs blood.

American Red Cross

Blood Drive
Nisswa Community
American Legion
25807 Main Street - Nisswa

Wednesday, February 5, 2025

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and

enter: Nisswa Community to schedule an appointment.

Create a flurry of hope! Come give blood Jan. 27 to Feb. S
28 for a $15 e gift card rcblood.org/flurry &\
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1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | redcrossblood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

©2016 The American National Red Cross

[153] - Order ID: 1761537 - Item ID: 8505563 - Qty: 10f 1 215475 - 2024-APL-2913 - AR17 - 247047



Nisswa American Legion
Billie Brown Post 627

PO Box 427
Nisswa, MN 56468

i
‘
:
i
.
y
{
i
|
{
{

LA & o & b L & & & & §

Commander

1st Vice

2nd Vice

Chaplain

Finance Ofc.

Service Ofc.

Sgt. at Arms

Paul Edwards 218-270-2184
greyscouter@charter.net

Bobbi Braden 360-471-3848
bobbibraden@yahoo.com

Dick Sobiech 651-308-4836
rnsobiech@msn.com

Dick Frieler 320-290-3860
theoliver@tds.net

Kenneth Toole 218-780-0694
kenneth.toole@gmail.com

2024 - 2025 Officers

Judge Advocate

Adjutant

Historian

Gambling Mgr.

Color Guard Captain

SAL Commander

Auxiliary President

Immediate Past Commander Ken Toole - 218-780-0694
kenneth.toole@gmail.com

Trustees:

Ken Toole - 3 yrs.
kenneth.toole@gmail.com

Jim Starkey - 2 yrs.
jws1938@aol.com

Ray DeZurik 320-980-5240
rdezurik@aol.com

Susan Edwards 218-270-2184
adjutant@nisswalegion.com

Carol Carlson
caroleberg19@gmail.com

Jeremy Ament 218-402-0496
gaming@nisswalegion.com

John Greaves 218-963-8018
greaves263@msn.com

Bill Bergersen 218-963-2827
bilgin01@gmail.com

Lynn Hall 218-820-5537
dave.lynn56468@charter.net

=1yr.

~ July 1st 2025 is the first day of the 2026membership year!

Dues Rates for membership year 2025

Auxiliary $40
Legionnaire’'s $50

Juniors $10
SAL §15
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